
IHRR Postgraduate Fellowship  

in Enhancement of Knowledge to Build Resilience to Hazards. 

Durham University is pleased to announce the establishment of a new Postgraduate 
Fellowship designed to support a PhD studentship for 3 years.  This has been 
possible thanks to a generous gift from an alumnus of the University.  The 
Postgraduate Fellowship funded by this gift will be connected to the Institute of 
Hazard, Risk and Resilience (IHRR) at the University and will fund a new PhD 
research project located in a suitable academic department.  The project will be 
conducted in a region of the world with relatively limited economic resources, where 
the community is at risk of natural disaster or other environmental hazard which puts 
lives and/or livelihoods at risk.  The aim is to carry out academically rigorous 
research which has a tangible, practical, deliverable outcome in helping to enhance 
knowledge about effective ways to build resilience against the hazards faced, and to 
share this knowledge with people in the community where the work is carried 
out.  This purpose accords very closely with the aims of the IHRR and the student 
awarded this Fellowship will be very welcome as a valued partner in the Institute. 

Applications can be considered for PhD projects in all disciplines and from overseas 
students from outside or within the EU. The Fellowship is designed to cover tuition 
fees, maintenance stipend and an element for costs of work in the field or laboratory 
work. 

We invite suitable applicants to please follow this process to submit 
applications:  

As soon as possible, applicants should follow these 3 steps: 

Step 1. Prepare preliminary application documents comprising: 

- a C.V. detailing your academic careers and qualifications to date; 
 
- a 2 page outline research proposal, prepared by you, the student, including:  
a statement of your research aims and objectives; the conceptual framework for your 
proposed study; preliminary ideas for methods you would use, and a clear statement 
of how you expect your research findings are likely to have practical as well as 
academic outcomes, helping to enhance knowledge about effective ways to build 
resilience against the hazards faced, and to share this knowledge with people in the 
community where the work is carried out. 

 

Step 2. Make contact as soon as possible (by middle of May 2013 at the latest) 
with the postgraduate administrator in the department at Durham University 
where you would like to apply, sending them your preliminary application 
documents and explaining that you wish to apply for this studentship and you 
would like to request their support for your application.  To do this: 

FIRST contact the postgraduate administrator in the Durham University department 
where you would propose to study, to ask their advice on your application and 



whether they can help you to identify a suitable potential supervisor willing to support 
your application.  They will also explain how to apply through the department.  If you 
know of a member of staff in the department who might be a suitable supervisor you 
should explain this to the administrator. 

OR, ALTERNATIVELY,  if you are not sure which department to apply to, contact 
the Institute of Hazard Risk and Resilience by middle of May 2013 (enclosing 
your preliminary application documents)  to register your interest in this 
studentship and we will try to put you in touch with an appropriate department. 

 
Step 3. By  30th May 2013, all applicants must  also make a formal application 
using the University online application system at: 
https://banss.dur.ac.uk/blive_ssb/bwskalog.P_DispLoginNon    
 
PLEASE NOTE: to be considered for this Fellowship it is essential that applicants 
clearly indicate under the sections ‘Finance and Funding/fees’ and ‘Finance and 
Funding/living expenses’, that they are applying for the following fund: 
‘IHRR Postgraduate Fellowship in enhancement of knowledge to build 
resilience to hazards.’ 
 
AND you are advised to notify the Institute of Hazard Risk and Resilience on 
ihrr.admin@durham.ac.uk by 30th May that you have submitted an application to 
be considered for this studentship.  
 
Applicants should submit supporting documents including: 
- a C.V. detailing their academic careers and qualifications to date,  
- a 2 page outline research proposal prepared by the student, including: a statement 
of their research aims and objectives; the conceptual framework for their proposed 
study; preliminary ideas for methods they would use, and a clear statement of how 
they expect their proposed research findings are likely to have practical as well as an 
academic outcomes,  helping to enhance knowledge about effective ways to build 
resilience against the hazards faced, and to share this knowledge with people in the 
community where the work is carried out. 
- Copies of their certificates and transcripts 
- Proof of proficiency in the English language (non-UK applicants) 
- Two academic references. Please note that it is the applicant's responsibility to 
request and obtain letters of reference. 
 

We will contact departments to ask their views on potential applicants before 
considering them for shortlisting. 

Shortlisted candidates may be asked to take part in an interview with the selection 
panel (by telephone/skype for those who are living abroad).  Please will candidates 
indicate phone or email addresses by which they can be contacted to arrange 
interviews if they are shortlisted. 

Please direct any enquiries about the Fellowship or the application process or to 
ihrr.admin@durham.ac.uk for the attention of Professor Sarah Curtis, Executive 
Director, IHRR.  
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